
CBI exists to provide Christ-centered Bible instruction through distinguished experts who     
teach "Christ in Every Word" of the Old and New Testaments. Under the direction of Dr.       
Brian German and in cooperation with the Department of Theology at Concordia University 
Wisconsin, CBI offers podcasts, face-to-face seminars, and other resources to strengthen        
faith and spread belief in the one true God. If your congregation would like to host a              
seminar, please reach out to us at Concordia.Bible@cuw.edu 

Continue reading for a lesson about Christ from Song of Songs, info about 
our updated YouTube channel, and more! 
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Welcome to this month's edition of the ConcordiaBible Institute (CBI) e-Bulletin! 

Continue reading to learn what the Song of Songs teaches us about Christ and the church, to hear 
some exciting developments with the CBI YouTube channel, and more! 

 
"For the whole Christ is in every word and wholly in
each individual word. When He is denied, therefore, in
one word, He is totally denied, for He is in every word."

Martin Luther (Luther's Works, 25:238)
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In eight total chapters, there are three times where Solomon describes his bride “from head to toe,” as it were,
making reference to such bodily features as her eyes, hair, teeth, lips, cheeks, neck, and breasts (see chapters 4, 
6:4–10, and 7:1–9).  Only one time in the book, however, does the Shulamite tell us what Solomon looks like—
what she sees in him. Here’s a fresh translation of that passage to bring out some of her interesting word            
choices: 

"My beloved is dazzling and tanned, bannered among ten thousand. His head is gold, pure           
gold; his locks are palm-ish, black as the raven. His eyes are like doves beside channels of            
water, rinsed in milk, sitting upon fullness. His cheeks are as a bed of spice, towers of perfumes. 
His lips are lilies, dripping with myrrh. His hands are cylinders of gold, filled with beryl. His        
stomach is a plate of ivory, with sapphires. His legs are pillars of alabaster, founded upon bases 
of pure gold. His appearance is like Lebanon, chosen as the cedars. His mouth is most sweet, and 
all of him is desirable. This is my beloved, and this is my friend, O daughters of Jerusalem"            
(5:10–16). 

The more I examine this passage, the more I’m struck by how carefully each term was selected.  Take a look 
especially at all the italicized words: gold, water, rinsed, myrrh, cylinders, pillars, and so on.  Do any of these 
words sound familiar?  Every italicized word is something you would find in God’s temple and/or in the       
precursor to that temple, God’s tabernacle. 

So, what does she see in him?  That’s right: she sees a walking temple/tabernacle!  Now that sounds             
familiar, doesn’t it?  “And the Word became flesh and tabernacled among us, and we have seen his glory,    
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth” (John 1:14). Yes, in Jesus is the perfect         
fulfillment of that walking tabernacle, his body nothing less than a mobile temple (see John 2:21). 

And that’s good news for us!  Christ is grounded (bases) among us in the Divine Service.  He bridges            
(pillars, cylinders) heaven and earth.  He comes to cleanse (rinse) us from our sins.  He is baptized by fire 
(tanned) on the cross.  By his poverty, we have become rich (gold).  In him there is also a new garden of    
Eden (palm-ish, lilies), a house (cedars) in which we will dwell forevermore. 

What happened to the Song of Songs’ popularity in more recent centuries is a story for another time.  Instead,  
let’s take a close look at just one of its passages to get a sense of what makes this book so awesome. 

It may surprise you, but for many centuries, the Song of Songs was one of the most popular books of the Bible. 
Why?  Because in Solomon’s love for his bride, the “Shulamite” (6:13), which is expressed throughout the 
book in both words and actions, Christians across the ages have gotten a glimpse of the intense love that Christ 
has for his bride, the church, unlike anywhere else in the Scriptures. 

What Does She See in Him?

It’s no wonder our Lord himself once said, “something greater than Solomon is here” (Mt. 12:42). 

Dr. Brian German
Director of the Concordia Bible Institute



Subscribe to Our YouTube Channel!

Our new student worker has been developing the
CBI YouTube channel, creating video versions of
many of our podcasts, original video shorts, and
more!

Check out the CBI YouTube Channel here, or even
better, subscribe to be alerted when new
content is available!

  

 

 
 

Read the Bible in a Year 
Do you have a goal to read the Bible in a year? Or simply looking to add to your devotions? Follow     
along with the calendar below. A new calendar will be sent in each newsletter. Start any time, and in 
a year you will have read through the entire Bible! 
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Podcasts Add a Video format

Dr. German has been taking us through the book of
Numbers on his podcast. Beginning with Episode 542,
Numbers chapter 15, Dr. German has created video
podcasts! You can still listen to the audio file of our
podcasts by subscribing on iTunes, Google Play, or
Spotify. When new episodes become available they will
automatically be downloaded to your device.

 

 Just
click either image to the left.

Now, you also have the option to subscribe to the Video
Podcasts by subscribing to our YouTube Channel!

You can

 

also catch up, or seek out other series, topics, or
books of the Bible in the podcast archives directly on the

 

CBI website or YouTube Channel. Podcasts are around 30
minutes each. 

Ask Dr. German

Do you have a question you would like to ask Dr.
German?

Just click here to submit a question

Click the button below to sign up for email updates on
newly published "Christ in Every Word" podcasts."

Subscribe to "Christ in Every Word"

Podcast

Subscribe to "Christ in Every Word"

Podcast
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Videos  from  CBI  archives  continue  to  be  gradually uploaded  to  the  CBI  website. These  videos  were 
taken from teaching by Dr. John Saleska and others, from as far back as 2001. You are welcome to view    
them at any time! 

Visit here to view all the videos we have available so far.  
Current teachings available include Dr. Saleska on Parables of the Kingdom, Christ  
Crucified Everywhere in Scripture, Baptism of the Holy Spirit, Do Miracles Still        
Happen? and Prayer According to the Scriptures. The most recent series added was 
Dr. Saleska's teaching on the book of Ephesians. 
Adding This Month: Dr. Saleska's teaching on the book of Numbers 

 

Heaven on Earth: A Study of the Book of Revelation 

Dr. German's study offered through Continuing Education Studies of CUW 

The book of Revelation is widely known for how it speaks about things that are way "up there" and way     
"down the road." While this is most certainly true, its real greatness is in the many fascinating ways it        
reveals the "right here"and the "right now" of what is taking place in Christian worship, the place where    
heaven meets earth. Come take a fresh look at this challenging book. This course features a close look at   
eight chapters from the book of Revelation, covered over six 30-minute video lectures, each 
supplemented with discussion questions and other instructional material. This course is online, you can    
take at your own pace, and the first (of five) sections is offered free, so you can sample before deciding on  
the whole series. Should you choose, the full series is only $49. 

Archive Videos of Dr. Saleska Available

Click Here for Heaven on EarthClick Here for Heaven on Earth
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Concordia Bible Institute Endowment 
 
CBI has established the Concordia Bible Institute Endowment fund for     
the purpose of maintaining and expanding CBI's ability to provide pastors 
and congregations of the Church with Christ-centered Bible instruction. 
Please help spread the word about this endowment and pray for its            
growth. Of course, we value all contributions to CBI, which continues to    
thrive due to our generous supporters. 

Click   here for ways to contribute. 
 

Please contact Jeff Klocko, Director of Donor Relations, for details about the 
Endowment. He can be reached at 262-243-2170 or jeff.klocko@cuw.edu 

Saleska Scholarship for Pre-Seminary Students 

Help CUW provide more financial aid to Pre-Seminary 
students by praying for and giving to the Saleska 
Scholarship Endowment. Gifts can be given by 
congregations, groups and individuals. Visit 

concordiabible.org/Saleska  for more info, including our 
informational video. 

If you know someone who may be interested in the Pre- 
Sem program at CUW, you may reach out to Dr. LaFeve,
CUW's Pre-Sem Director, at  Joshua.LaFeve@cuw.edu 

Please share this with others

Use the buttons below to share this e-Bulletin with
others on Facebook or X, or forward the email to a
friend!

Received this from a friend?

Don't miss out!  Join our mailing list to receive the
CBI e-Bulletin every month!

Share
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