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Welcome to this month's edition of the

Concordia Bible Institute (CBI) e-Bulletin.

CBI exists to provide Christ-centered Bible

instruction through distinguished experts who

teach "Christ in Every Word" of the Old and New

Testaments.   Under the direction of Dr.

Brian  German and in cooperation with the

Department of Theology at Concordia University

Wisconsin, CBI offers podcasts, face-to-face

seminars, and other special events to strengthen

faith and spread belief in the one true God.

"For the whole Christ is
in every word and wholly

in each individual word.
When He is denied,

therefore, in one word,
He is totally denied, for

He is in every word."
 

-Martin Luther (Luther's

Works, 25�238).

Click the button above to sign

up for a weekly email update on

newly published "Christ in Every

Word" podcasts.

Please SHARE this with others.  Use the buttons below to share this eBulletin with
others.  For example, click on forward, type in the information and click send!  You have
just helped to spread the good news of Jesus and promoted Concordia Bible Institute. 
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Received this from a friend?

Don't miss out and join our mailing list to receive the CBI eBulletin every month!   

About That Whole Tamar Incident...

For some, opening up last month’s e-bulletin article opened up a can of worms along

with it!   In the February edition I mentioned a few features of the Judah and Tamar

account in order to highlight the “beloved son” theme in the Joseph narrative, and it

raised some really good questions.  At the heart of them all is essentially this: what does

Tamar have to do with Christ?

I won’t rehearse the whole narrative here, but simply pick up where I left off last

month: Judah withholding from Tamar his beloved son Shelah.   Here’s what happens

next:

“[W]hen Tamar was told, ‘Your father-in-law is going up to Timnah to shear his sheep,’

she took off her widow's garments and covered herself with a veil, wrapping herself up,

and sat at the entrance to Enaim, which is on the road to Timnah.   For she saw that

Shelah was grown up, and she had not been given to him in marriage” (Gen. 38�13–15).

Click here to join our eBulletin mailing list!
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Note especially that Tamar was not given Shelah, even though Judah explicitly

promised to do so.

“When Judah saw her, he thought she was a prostitute, for she had covered her face.

 He turned to her at the roadside and said, ‘Come, let me come in to you,’ for he did not

know that she was his daughter-in-law.  She said, ‘What will you give me, that you may

come in to me?’  He answered, ‘I will send you a young goat from the �ock.’  And she

said, ‘If you give me a pledge, until you send it—'   He said, ‘What pledge shall I give

you?’  She replied, ‘Your signet and your cord and your staff that is in your hand.’  So he

gave them to her and went in to her, and she conceived by him.  Then she arose and

went away, and taking off her veil she put on the garments of her widowhood” (Gen.

38�15–19).

This is all very jarring, of course, but I continue to be struck by the discrete details

we’re given.  Twice we’re told that Tamar covered her face.  While her motives are not

clearly stated, the language used in the text is reminiscent of the psalmist being

covered in shame.  For example: “All day long my disgrace is before me, and shame has

covered my face” (Ps. 44�15; see also Ps. 69�7).

It’s also astonishing that Tamar requests not only a young goat from Judah’s �ock, but

also the following three items from Judah himself: his signet, his cord, and his staff.  In

later books of the Bible, all three of these are closely associated with God’s priesthood. 

By requesting these things, Tamar is, in a sense, defrocking Judah!   (It’s equally

astonishing, of course, that Judah is willing to give them up for the lusts of the �esh.)

Why is Tamar acting in such a way?  As I see it, Tamar is covering herself in total shame

for the sake of staying connected to the things of God.  While Judah refuses to give up his

beloved son Shelah to Tamar, as he promised to do, Tamar is willing to give up her

image, her purity, her identity—her whole life and self—for the sake of the things and

promises of the Lord.

Yes, we may certainly be repulsed by the Tamar account, but the more we are, the

more we begin to grasp how repulsive our Lord was made for our sake.   The way

Luther once put it captures it well:

“All the prophets foresaw in the Spirit that Christ should become the greatest

transgressor, murderer, adulterer, thief, rebel, blasphemer, etc., that ever was . . . for he

being made a sacri�ce, for the sins of the whole world, is not now an innocent person

and without sins . . . our most merciful Father . . . sent his only Son into the world and

laid upon him the sins of all men, saying: ‘Be Peter that denier; Paul that persecutor,

blasphemer and cruel oppressor; David that adulterer; that sinner who ate the apple in

Paradise; that thief which hangs upon the cross; and, brie�y, be the person which has

committed the sins of all men; see therefore that you pay and satisfy for them.”

Thanks be to God!  A blessed Lent to you all.



 

Dr. Brian German
Director of the Concordia Bible Institute

Dr. German will lead this one-day seminar at Elm Grove
Lutheran Church

The book of Revelation is widely known for how it speaks about things that are way
“up there” and way “down the road.” While this is most certainly true, its real greatness
is in the many fascinating ways it reveals the “right here” and the “right now” of what is
taking place in Christian worship. Come take a fresh look at this challenging book on
March 11 from 9:00am – 2:30pm at Elm Grove Lutheran Church with Dr. Brian
German, Associate Professor of Theology at Concordia University Wisconsin and
Director of the Concordia Bible Institute.

Elm Grove Lutheran Church is located at 945 Terrace Dr., Elm Grove, WI.

Please register for this free seminar today, by calling Amy Stroh in the church office:
262-334-0375. A light lunch will be provided.

8:30-9am Registration
9:00-10am Session 1
10:15-11:15am Session 2
11:15-12:15pm Lunch
12:15-1:15pm Session 3
1:30-2:30pm Session 4



Heaven on Earth: A Study of the Book of Revelation
Dr. German's new offering through Continuing Education Studies of CUW
 

The book of Revelation is widely known for how it speaks about things that are way
"up there" and way "down the road." While this is most certainly true, its real greatness
is in the many fascinating ways it reveals the "right here" and the "right now" of what is
taking place in Christian worship, the place where heaven meets earth. Come take a
fresh look at this challenging book with Dr. German. This course features a close look
at eight chapters from the book of Revelation, covered over six 30-minute video
lectures, each supplemented with discussion questions and other instructional
material.

Read the Bible in a Year

Looking to add to your devotions this year? Or simply want to accomplish the goal of reading the
Bible in a year? Follow along with the calendar below! A new calendar will be sent in each
newsletter.

Click Here for Heaven on Earth

https://learn.cuw.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=6354475&_gl=1*1rypi6d*_ga*MTk4NzU5NzA2MS4xNjQ1NzM3NzU5*_ga_H3J75PPJHH*MTY2OTkyOTk2OC4xODcuMS4xNjY5OTI5OTgwLjAuMC4w&_ga=2.230772703.1125023890.1669649802-1987597061.1645737759#courseSectionDetails_6452898


 

Please help Concordia University Wisconsin provide more financial aid to Pre-Seminary
students by praying for and giving to the Saleska Scholarship Endowment. Lord willing and
with your help, we hope to add one million dollars or more to the endowment by June 30,
2022. We urge congregations, groups, and individuals to give.

Visit concordiabible.org/Saleska for more information and to give (scroll down to the
bottom of the page to see all of our resources).
Help us get the word out to those who want to help Pre-Seminary students and to
those who knew Dr. Saleska. 
Click here to watch our video:  https://youtu.be/vqLfzI9Wlkw

Saleska Scholarship for Pre-Seminary Students
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Saleska Scholarship Endowment
 
In honor of Rev. Dr. John Saleska's legacy of teaching “Christ in Every Word”
among us, CBI has established “The Concordia Bible Institute Saleska
Scholarship Endowment,” whose purpose is to provide �nancial assistance
to pre-seminary students at Concordia University Wisconsin.  In an age of
biblical illiteracy, it is hoped that this endowment will help future pastors
carry forward Dr. Saleska’s lifelong conviction of teaching “Christ in Every
Word” as they read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the Scriptures.

Please join me in spreading the word about the origination of this
endowment and by praying for its growth.  For ways to contribute and resources about this
endowment, please visit concordiabible.org/saleska and designate “Saleska Scholarship
Endowment” on your method of giving.

Please contact Jeff Klocko, Director of Donor Relations, for details about this exciting opportunity. 

He can be reached at 262.243.2170 or jeff.klocko@cuw.edu.  

Website
Visit our website at concordiabible.org to learn more about CBI.

Podcasts
CBI offers thirty- to forty-minute long podcasts on biblical passages and religious issues that you
can listen to any time through the CBI website.

Now Streaming on iTunes & Google Play!

You can listen to our weekly podcasts by subscribing on iTunes or Google Play.

When new episodes become available they will be automatically be downloaded to your device.  Just
click here to subscribe through our website or click the image below!

https://concordiabible.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a3ca84af4270344aac35f03c8&id=1870ad028a&e=92271cdf31
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Contribute
 
Concordia Bible Institute thrives because of generous supporters, like you!  If you �nd value in this
e-Bulletin and other CBI offerings and would like to support our mutual desire to spread God's
Word to wide audiences, please consider making a contribution to CBI.  There are many ways to
contribute, from writing a check to CUW Foundation with CBI e-Bulletin on the memo line, or
following the link to make a one-time or reoccurring gift online: Support Concordia Bible Institute.  

Mail checks to:

Concordia University Wisconsin
Attn: Of�ce of Advancement
12800 North Lake Shore Drive
Mequon, WI 53097
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