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Welcome to this month's edition of the

Concordia Bible Institute (CBI) e-Bulletin.

CBI exists to provide Christ-centered Bible

instruction through distinguished experts who

teach "Christ in Every Word" of the Old and New

Testaments.   Under the direction of Dr.

Brian  German and in cooperation with the

Department of Theology at Concordia University

Wisconsin, CBI offers podcasts, face-to-face

seminars, and other special events to strengthen

faith and spread belief in the one true God.

"For the whole Christ is
in every word and wholly

in each individual word.
When He is denied,

therefore, in one word,
He is totally denied, for

He is in every word."
 

-Martin Luther (Luther's

Works, 25�238).

Click the button above to sign

up for a weekly email update on

newly published "Christ in Every

Word" podcasts.

Please SHARE this with others.  Use the buttons below to share this eBulletin with
others.  For example, click on forward, type in the information and click send!  You have
just helped to spread the good news of Jesus and promoted Concordia Bible Institute. 

Subscribe To "Christ
In Every Word"

Podcast

http://subscribebyemail.com/www.concordiabible.org/feed/podcast/


Forward Share Tweet

Received this from a friend?

Don't miss out and join our mailing list to receive the CBI eBulletin every month!   

"Divine Ankle Picking"

Jacob the patriarch may be most widely known for being a deceiver, but he was also a

pretty big �ghter.  Already in the womb, he was grabbing his twin brother Esau by the

heel (Gen. 25�22).  As an adult, he once saw some shepherds slacking on the job, and he

single-handedly rolled away a massive boulder from a well like he was on the world’s

strongest man competition (see Gen. 29�10).  Not bad!

Jacob’s biggest �ght, however, would be a wrestling match with God himself. It went

like this: “a man wrestled with [Jacob] until the rising of the dawn. When he saw that he
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did not prevail against him, he touched his hip socket, and Jacob's hip was dislocated as

he wrestled with him. Then he said, ‘Release me, for the dawn is going up.’ But Jacob

said, ‘I will not release you unless you bless me.’ And he said to him, ‘What is your

name?’ And he said, ‘Jacob.’ Then he said, ‘Your name will no longer be called Jacob, but

Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and have prevailed’” (Gen. 32�24–

28).

What a bizarre match!  Jacob prevails over this “man,” who astonishingly turns out to be

God, and even though God is able to dislocate Jacob’s hip with a mere touch, God can’t

seem to free himself from the death grip that Jacob has on him, and ends up blessing

him.

There are so many questions I have about this, but at the end of the day, it seems to me

that this whole thing is a classic case of the ol’ ankle pick.  Let me explain…

When I wrestle my seven-year-old son, my favorite grip on him is the half-nelson. 

Maybe you’ve heard of it.  It’s where you put your arm under your opponent’s arm from

behind, and then hold on to the back of their neck for leverage.   That’s how I like to

show my son who’s boss, especially when he thinks he’s running the show!  Whenever I

do that, though, I always leave my right ankle close enough for him to see it and grab

onto it with his free hand so that he can throw my balance off just enough to take me

down instead.   I always leave myself open to the ankle pick.   Always.   And he loves

taking advantage of it.  And that’s exactly what I want him to do.

So also with our heavenly Father, who is always for you, even when he starts working

against you.  Yes, his “half nelsons” can be tough on us.  He knows our pressure points,

escape paths, and exactly where and when to put a little leverage in our life to remind

us whose match it is.

But in the midst of it all, he never lets us go, and he always leaves that ankle of his in

sight.  Always.

For starters, hold on to baptism; it throws loneliness off balance.  Hold on to the Lord’s

Supper; it puts a serious hurtin’ on despair.   Cling to the resurrection, and even in

sadness you will �nd great comfort.

Every single hold our Lord puts on us is well positioned and well timed, known from

eternity, exactly what he would use to pull us more closely to himself.   Even when he

pushes us into some tough spots with one hand, he does so while protecting us from

much worse spots with the other.   He knows all the moves that would bring our eyes

again and again to the ankle pick he leaves open for us, to the name he’s given us, to the

word he’s placed upon us, to the promises he’s made to us, to the sure plans he has in



store for us, which are all much stronger than anything else that can come after us.

God’s ankle, my friends, is none other than the cross of Christ.  Cling to it.  It’s always in

sight, always there to be grasped, always available because God’s own Word took on

ankles that would be pinned to that cross, a divine death grip he suffered all for us.

 

Dr. Brian German
Director of the Concordia Bible Institute

Advent Devotions from Lutheran Hour Ministries
A Son Is Given
 

In A Son Is Given, we look at the promise of God to send His Messiah as fulfilled in
Jesus. The Heavenly Father made good on His ancient pledge. In Jesus we have the
love of God come to earth in the form of a Child, who is for us the Savior of the
world. Seasonal Devotions for  Advent and  Lent are available here in both English
and Spanish. Perfect for personal reflection or to share with family, friends and
congregations, these seasonal meditations will help prepare you to celebrate the true
meaning of these seasons.

 

Click Here for Advent Devotions

https://www.lhm.org/advent/default.asp
https://www.lhm.org/lent/default.asp
https://www.lhm.org/lent/default.asp
https://www.lhm.org/advent/printenglish_step2.asp
https://www.lhm.org/advent/default.asp


Please help Concordia University Wisconsin provide more financial aid to Pre-Seminary
students by praying for and giving to the Saleska Scholarship Endowment. Lord willing and
with your help, we hope to add one million dollars or more to the endowment by June 30,
2022. We urge congregations, groups, and individuals to give.

Visit concordiabible.org/Saleska for more information and to give (scroll down to the
bottom of the page to see all of our resources).
Help us get the word out to those who want to help Pre-Seminary students and to
those who knew Dr. Saleska. 
Click here to watch our video:  https://youtu.be/vqLfzI9Wlkw

 

 

 

 

Saleska Scholarship Endowment
 
In honor of Rev. Dr. John Saleska's legacy of teaching “Christ in Every Word”
among us, CBI has established “The Concordia Bible Institute Saleska
Scholarship Endowment,” whose purpose is to provide �nancial assistance
to pre-seminary students at Concordia University Wisconsin.  In an age of
biblical illiteracy, it is hoped that this endowment will help future pastors
carry forward Dr. Saleska’s lifelong conviction of teaching “Christ in Every
Word” as they read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the Scriptures.

Please join me in spreading the word about the origination of this
endowment and by praying for its growth.  For ways to contribute and resources about this
endowment, please visit concordiabible.org/saleska and designate “Saleska Scholarship
Endowment” on your method of giving.

Saleska Scholarship for Pre-Seminary Students
 

https://concordiabible.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a3ca84af4270344aac35f03c8&id=6e8b935611&e=92271cdf31
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Please contact Jeff Klocko, Director of Donor Relations, for details about this exciting opportunity. 

He can be reached at 262.243.2170 or jeff.klocko@cuw.edu.  

Read the Bible in a Year

Looking to add to your devotions this year? Or simply want to accomplish the goal of reading the
Bible in a year? Follow along with the calendar below! A new calendar will be sent in each
newsletter.

 

Issues, Etc. is a ten-hour weekly syndicated radio talk show and podcast. The

program features expert guests, expansive topics, while extolling Christ.

mailto:jeff.klocko@cuw.edu?subject=Donor%20Match%20Opportunity%20-%20Saleska%20Endowment%20
https://mcusercontent.com/9be4c0676651915b8c233be56/images/12235056-f957-bf40-4559-c9424de007df.png


The program is hosted by Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod Pastor Todd

Wilken and produced by Jeff Schwarz.

Dr. Brian German was recently interviewed by Issues, Etc. about the topic of

Elijah.  Click below to access this podcast.  

Website
Visit our website at concordiabible.org to learn more about CBI.

Podcasts
CBI offers thirty- to forty-minute long podcasts on biblical passages and religious issues that you
can listen to any time through the CBI website.

Now Streaming on iTunes & Google Play!

You can listen to our weekly podcasts by subscribing on iTunes or Google Play.

When new episodes become available they will be automatically be downloaded to your device.  Just
click here to subscribe through our website or click the image below!

Contribute
 
Concordia Bible Institute thrives because of generous supporters, like you!  If you �nd value in this
e-Bulletin and other CBI offerings and would like to support our mutual desire to spread God's
Word to wide audiences, please consider making a contribution to CBI.  There are many ways to
contribute, from writing a check to CUW Foundation with CBI e-Bulletin on the memo line, or
following the link to make a one-time or reoccurring gift online: Support Concordia Bible Institute.  

Mail checks to:

Concordia University Wisconsin
Attn: Of�ce of Advancement
12800 North Lake Shore Drive
Mequon, WI 53097

"Seeing Jesus in the Old Testament" photo courtesy of http://www.prayercollege.org/tag/messiah
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