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Received this from a friend?

Don't miss out and join our mailing list to receive the CBI eBulletin every month!

Click here to join our eBulletin mailing list!

The Last Laugh

It's the end of the church year, which naturally has us thinking about end-times stuff:
judgment, deliverance, the resurrection of the body, a new heaven and a new earth,
and so on. But have you been thinking at all about the last laugh?

I was studying Psalm 70 recently and noticed a funny (pun intended!) little Hebrew
word that we usually translate into English as “Aha!” (See Ps. 70:3.) In Hebrew you'd
pronounce it something like “he-ACH!” It got me wondering: where else does this itty-
bitty interjection occur?

One of the most striking places is in the prophet Isaiah, who gives us one of the longest
and most detailed scenes of idol worship in the whole Bible. He describes an ironsmith
taking a cutting tool and working it over the coals. Then the ironsmith uses a pencil
and a compass to mark his lines, a hammer to put stuff together, and finally a wood
planer. He shapes an object, kindles a fire, and says, “AHA—I am warm, I have seen the
fire!” Then he prays to it and says, “Deliver me, for you are my god!” (Is. 44:16-17).

Sounds...laughable, doesn't it? But that’s exactly the laughter of sin. Aha! I can do it
myself! Aha! It's all about me! Or you could put this way: “Aha, our heart’s desire” (Ps
35:25).
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The amazing thing, however, is how our sin just won't have the last laugh. That belongs
to someone else, because it happened like this: “[T]hose who passed by derided him,
wagging their heads and saying, ‘AHA! You who would destroy the temple and rebuild
it in three days, save yourself, and come down from the cross!” (Mk. 15:29-30).

But because of how much our Lord loves us—because of how much he wants us to have
the last laugh—he stayed on that cross. And it makes all the difference.

Take, for example, the conflict in the Middle East, Ukraine, and elsewhere. As
heartbreaking as it is, no matter how much raging of the nations and plotting of the
peoples there happens to be, “he who sits in the heavens laughs; the Lord holds them in
derision. Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying,
‘As for me, I have set my king on Zion, my holy hill” (Ps. 2:6).

That’s the response—I have set my king on my holy hill—because that’s where you'll find
the last laugh. And the same goes for all who live and believe in him.

So, here comes some guilt over some past sin. Aha! I have Christ. He has the final say;
it's been dealt with. Here comes the temptation of riches. Aha! I have all things
needful in Christ. I'm far wealthier in him.

Here comes some more weakness. Aha! Christ's power is made perfect in weakness;
he is my strength. Here comes the laugher of others when I'm in sorrow and hard-
pressed on every side. AHA! Even in this Christ is drawing me more closely to himself.
We win again!

Okay, but what about death? Well, let’s put it this way: we now get to poke fun at death
itself.

A blessed end of the church year to you all!

Dr. Brian German
Director of the Concordia Bible Institute

Podcasts

CBI offers podcasts (around 30min each) on biblical passages and religious issues that you can
listen to any time through the CBI website.

To browse by series or book of the Bible, click HERE; or, to browse stand-alone single podcasts,
click HERE.
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New "Archive": Dr. German at PLC

Earlier this Fall, Dr. German taught a seminar at Pilgrim Lutheran Church in West Bend, WI. His
topic was Luther on the Psalms.

The people of Pilgrim recorded his presentation and uploaded it to their YouTube channel. We have
now added the first part of his presentation to our website's CBI Archives. You can view the video
by clicking the image above, or HERE.

If you would be interested in having Dr. German come to your church to present a one-day seminar
or multi-evening study, please reach out to us at Concordia.Bible@cuw.edu.
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Heaven on Earth: A Study of the Book of Revelation
Dr. German's study offered through Continuing Education Studies of CUW


https://concordiabible.org/2023/11/27/cbi-archive-dr-german-teaching-on-luther-on-the-psalms/
https://concordiabible.org/2023/11/27/cbi-archive-dr-german-teaching-on-luther-on-the-psalms/
https://concordiabible.org/2023/11/27/cbi-archive-dr-german-teaching-on-luther-on-the-psalms/

The book of Revelation is widely known for how it speaks about things that are way
"up there" and way "down the road." While this is most certainly true, its real greatness
is in the many fascinating ways it reveals the "right here" and the "right now" of what is
taking place in Christian worship, the place where heaven meets earth. Come take a
fresh look at this challenging book with Dr. German. This course features a close look
at eight chapters from the book of Revelation, covered over six 30-minute video
lectures, each supplemented with discussion questions and other instructional
material. This course is online, you can take at your own pace, and the first (of
five) sections is offered free, so you can sample before deciding on the whole
series. Should you choose, the full series is only $49. Available through the end
of 2023; why not start the study today?

Click Here for Heaven on Earth

Read the Bible in a Year

Looking to add to your devotions this year? Or simply want to accomplish the goal of reading the

Bible in a year? Follow along with the calendar below! A new calendar will be sent in each
newsletter.

Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2
Luke 1:46-55 Psalm 1
Revelation 1-2 | Revelation 3-5
6 7 8 9
Psalm 2 Psalm 3 Psalm 4 Psalm 5 Psalm 6 Psalm 7 Psalm 8
Revelation 6-8 | Revelation 9-11 Rev.12-14 Rev. 15-17 Rev. 18-20 Rev. 21-22 Isaiah 1-3
10 1n 12 13 14 15 16
Psalm 9 Psalm 10 Psalm 11 Psalm 12 Psalm 13 Psalm 14 Psalm 15
I[saiah 4-6 Isaiah 7-9 Isaiah 10-12 Isaiah 13-15 Isaiah 16-8 Isaiah 19-21 [saiah 22-24
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
Psalm 16 Psalm 17 Psalm 18 Psalm 19 Psalm 20 Psalm 21 Psalm 22
Isaiah 25-27 [saiah 28-30 Isaiah 31-33 Isaiah 34-36 Isaiah 37-39 Isaiah 40-42 [saiah 43-45
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
Psalm 23 Psalm 24 Psalm 25 Psalm 26 Psalm 27 Psalm 28 Psalm 29
Isaiah 46-48 Isaiah 49-51 Isaiah 52-54 Isaiah 55-57 | Isaiah 58-60 | Isaiah 61-63 Isaiah 64-66
Christmas Eve | Merry Christmas!
31
Luke 1:46-55
Mark 1
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Archive Videos of Dr. Saleska Available

Videos from CBI archives will be gradually uploaded to the CBI website over the next
several months. These videos were taken from teaching by Dr. John Saleska and others,
from as far back as 2001. You are welcome to view them at any time!

- Visit here to view all the videos we have available so far.

. Current teachings available include Dr. Saleska on Parables of the Kingdom, Christ
Crucified Everywhere in Scripture, Baptism of the Holy Spirit, Christ in the Pentateuch,
and Christ in the Psalms.

. Newest addition: Do Miracles Still Happen?

Saleska Scholarship for Pre-Seminary Students

Please help Concordia University Wisconsin provide more financial aid to Pre-Seminary
students by praying for and giving to the Saleska Scholarship Endowment. Lord willing and
with your help, we hope to add one million dollars or more to the endowment by June 30,
2022. We urge congregations, groups, and individuals to give.

. Visit concordiabible.org/Saleska for more information and to give (scroll down to the
bottom of the page to see all of our resources).

. Help us get the word out to those who want to help Pre-Seminary students and to
those who knew Dr. Saleska.

. Click here to watch our video: https://youtu.be/vqLfzI9WIkw
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New Pre-Seminary Director at CUW

Rev. Dr. Jason Lane, Associate Professor of Theology at Concordia University Wisconsin, took over
this semester as Director of the Pre-Seminary program at CUW.

If you know someone who may be interested in the Pre-Seminary program at CUW, you may reach
out to Rev. Dr. Lane at Jason.Lane@cuw.edu or by calling 262-243-2059.

Saleska Scholarship Endowment

In honor of Rev. Dr. John Saleska's legacy of teaching “Christ in Every Word”
among us, CBI has established “The Concordia Bible Institute Saleska
Scholarship Endowment,” whose purpose is to provide financial assistance
to pre-seminary students at Concordia University Wisconsin. In an age of
biblical illiteracy, it is hoped that this endowment will help future pastors
carry forward Dr. Saleska’s lifelong conviction of teaching “Christ in Every
Word” as they read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the Scriptures.

Please join me in spreading the word about the origination of this ) ~
endowment and by praying for its growth. For ways to contribute and resources about this

endowment, please visit concordiabible.org /saleska and designate “Saleska Scholarship

Endowment” on your method of giving.

Please contact Jeff Klocko, Director of Donor Relations, for details about this exciting opportunity.

He can be reached at 262.243.2170 or jeff.klocko@cuw.edu.

Website
Visit our website at concordiabible.org to learn more about CBI.
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Now Streaming on iTunes & Google Play!
You can listen to our weekly podcasts by subscribing on iTunes or Google Play.

When new episodes become available they will be automatically be downloaded to your device. Just
click here to subscribe through our website or click the image below!

@ Google play

Contribute

Concordia Bible Institute thrives because of generous supporters, like you! If you find value in this

e-Bulletin and other CBI offerings and would like to support our mutual desire to spread God's

Word to wide audiences, please consider making a contribution to CBI. There are many ways to
contribute, from writing a check to CUW Foundation with CBI e-Bulletin on the memo line, or

following the link to make a one-time or reoccurring gift online: Support Concordia Bible Institute.

Mail checks to:

Concordia University Wisconsin
Attn: Office of Advancement
12800 North Lake Shore Drive
Mequon, WI 53097
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