
This month's Concordia Bible Institute e-Bulletin View this email in your browser

CBI e-Bulletin
April 2023

 

Welcome to this month's edition of the

Concordia Bible Institute (CBI) e-Bulletin.

CBI exists to provide Christ-centered Bible

instruction through distinguished experts who

teach "Christ in Every Word" of the Old and New

Testaments.   Under the direction of Dr.

Brian  German and in cooperation with the

Department of Theology at Concordia University

Wisconsin, CBI offers podcasts, face-to-face

seminars, and other special events to strengthen

faith and spread belief in the one true God.

"For the whole Christ is
in every word and wholly

in each individual word.
When He is denied,

therefore, in one word,
He is totally denied, for

He is in every word."
 

-Martin Luther (Luther's

Works, 25:238).

Click the button above to sign

up for a weekly email update on

newly published "Christ in Every

Word" podcasts.

Please SHARE this with others.  Use the buttons below to share this eBulletin with
others.  For example, click on forward, type in the information and click send!  You have
just helped to spread the good news of Jesus and promoted Concordia Bible Institute. 

Subscribe To "Christ
In Every Word"

Podcast

https://mailchi.mp/7159f6d14c63/cbi-april-2023-e-bulletin?e=4906a96741
http://subscribebyemail.com/www.concordiabible.org/feed/podcast/


Forward Share Tweet

Received this from a friend?

Don't miss out and join our mailing list to receive the CBI eBulletin every month!   

A Beast of Burden

Tomorrow is Palm Sunday, when churches all over the world will hear once again how

Jesus enters into Jerusalem on a donkey.  Every time I hear it, that’s the one detail that

fascinates me the most: of all things, why choose the donkey?

Matthew’s account begins like this: “Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came

to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, ‘Go

into the village in front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt

with her.  Untie them and bring them to me.  If anyone says anything to you, you shall

say, ‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once” (Mt. 21:1–3).

A couple quick things before we get to the donkey.   It’s interesting, isn’t it, that we’re

not told who these “two disciples” are.   Mark, Luke, and John don’t tell us either.   It

brings to mind how Jesus once sent out his disciples “two by two” (Mk. 6:7), and how

Jesus promises to be among his people “where two or three are gathered” (Mt. 18:20). 

Keep this in mind as we consider one other thing leading up to the donkey.
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While the ambiguity of the two disciples is one thing, another layer of ambiguity is in
the phrase, “the village in front of you.”  Why not give the name of this place, or at least
say “Jerusalem” or something similar?   Instead, Jesus simply speaks of what’s right in
front of them.  Keep this in mind, too.

Now, on to the donkey.   Matthew tells us that it comes with a colt, and that the

disciples are to “untie [lit., loose] them, and bring them to me.”   First things first: the

donkey is meant to bear burdens.   Matthew indicates this clearly in his account when

he quotes from the prophet Zechariah afterwards: “Say to the daughter of Zion,

‘Behold, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the

foal of a beast of burden’” (Mt. 21:5).

With that in mind, let’s tie (no pun intended!) this thought to our two points above. 

Jesus sends out his disciples in his stead and by his command, just as he continues to

send them throughout the church of all times and places in the Office of the Holy

Ministry.  And when these servants go out, what do they find?  Burdens, right in front of

them.   Wherever Jesus’ ministers are, immediately there are burdens directly before

them that need to be gathered.  “Release them,” Jesus says, “and bring them to me.”

This is why, I suspect, Mark and Luke both add that the donkey Jesus selects is totally

unique, in that no one has ever sat upon it (see Mk. 11:2; Lk. 19:30).  Not you.  Not me. 

Not anyone, except for Jesus.

That’s because on our own, we can’t bear our burdens ourselves.   They’re simply too

much for us.  But as we prepare to enter another Holy Week, let us remember first and

foremost how Jesus himself chose to enter it: by taking all of our burdens, whatever it

is that weighs upon us, no matter how much it hurts, to bear that with us and

ultimately to bear that for us.

Ride on, Lord Jesus, ride on in majesty (Lutheran Service Book #441).
 

Dr. Brian German
Director of the Concordia Bible Institute



Dr. German will present this three-session study at
Trinity Lutheran Church in Sheboygan, WI

The accounts of Jesus’ resurrection are often seen as describing something that
happened a long time ago. That may be true, but the greatest part of these narratives
is how they put the resurrection right into the church’s worship of all times and places.
Come take a fresh look at these beloved texts on April 18, 25, and May 2 from 6:30–
8pm in the Fellowship Hall of Trinity Lutheran in Sheboygan with Dr. Brian German,
Associate Professor of Theology at Concordia University Wisconsin and Director of
the Concordia Bible Institute.

Trinity Lutheran Church is located at 824 Wisconsin Ave., Sheboygan,

 

WI.

To reserve your place in the class, please sign up to attend by clicking HERE or
calling the Trinity Lutheran Church office: 920-458-8246.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10c0e4aa4a92da4f4c34-seeing#/


Heaven on Earth: A Study of the Book of Revelation
Dr. German's new offering through Continuing Education Studies of CUW

 

The book of Revelation is widely known for how it speaks about things that are way
"up there" and way "down the road." While this is most certainly true, its real greatness
is in the many fascinating ways it reveals the "right here" and the "right now" of what is
taking place in Christian worship, the place where heaven meets earth. Come take a
fresh look at this challenging book with Dr. German. This course features a close look
at eight chapters from the book of Revelation, covered over six 30-minute video
lectures, each supplemented with discussion questions and other instructional
material.

Click Here for Heaven on Earth

https://learn.cuw.edu/search/publicCourseSearchDetails.do?method=load&courseId=6354475&_gl=1*1rypi6d*_ga*MTk4NzU5NzA2MS4xNjQ1NzM3NzU5*_ga_H3J75PPJHH*MTY2OTkyOTk2OC4xODcuMS4xNjY5OTI5OTgwLjAuMC4w&_ga=2.230772703.1125023890.1669649802-1987597061.1645737759#courseSectionDetails_6452898


 

Please help Concordia University Wisconsin provide more financial aid to Pre-Seminary
students by praying for and giving to the Saleska Scholarship Endowment. Lord willing and
with your help, we hope to add one million dollars or more to the endowment by June 30,
2022. We urge congregations, groups, and individuals to give.

Visit concordiabible.org/Saleska

 

for more information and to give (scroll down to the
bottom of the page to see all of our resources).
Help us get the word out to those who want to help Pre-Seminary students and to
those who knew Dr. Saleska.

 

Click here to watch our video:

  

https://youtu.be/vqLfzI9Wlkw

Saleska Scholarship for Pre-Seminary Students

 

 

 

Read the Bible in a Year

Looking to add to your devotions this year? Or simply want to accomplish the goal of reading the
Bible in a year? Follow along with the calendar below! A new calendar will be sent in each
newsletter.
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Saleska Scholarship Endowment
 
In honor of Rev. Dr. John Saleska's legacy of teaching “Christ in Every Word”
among us, CBI has established “The Concordia Bible Institute Saleska
Scholarship Endowment,” whose purpose is to provide financial assistance
to pre-seminary students at Concordia University Wisconsin.  In an age of
biblical illiteracy, it is hoped that this endowment will help future pastors
carry forward Dr. Saleska’s lifelong conviction of teaching “Christ in Every
Word” as they read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the Scriptures.

Please join me in spreading the word about the origination of this
endowment and by praying for its growth.  For ways to contribute and resources about this
endowment, please visit concordiabible.org/saleska and designate “Saleska Scholarship
Endowment” on your method of giving.

Please contact Jeff Klocko, Director of Donor Relations, for details about this exciting opportunity. 

He can be reached at 262.243.2170 or jeff.klocko@cuw.edu.  

Website
Visit our website at concordiabible.org to learn more about CBI.

Podcasts
CBI offers thirty- to forty-minute long podcasts on biblical passages and religious issues that you
can listen to any time through the CBI website.

https://concordiabible.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a3ca84af4270344aac35f03c8&id=1870ad028a&e=92271cdf31
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mailto:jeff.klocko@cuw.edu?subject=Donor%20Match%20Opportunity%20-%20Saleska%20Endowment%20
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click here to subscribe through our website or click the image below!

Contribute

 

Concordia Bible Institute thrives because of generous supporters, like you!  If you find value in this
e-Bulletin and other CBI offerings and would like to support our mutual desire to spread God's
Word to wide audiences, please consider making a contribution to CBI.  There are many ways to
contribute, from writing a check to CUW Foundation with CBI e-Bulletin on the memo line, or
following the link to make a one-time or reoccurring gift online: Support Concordia Bible Institute.  

Mail checks to:

Concordia University Wisconsin
Attn: Office of Advancement
12800 North Lake Shore Drive
Mequon, WI 53097
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Now Streaming on iTunes & Google Play!

You can listen to our weekly podcasts by subscribing on iTunes or Google Play.

When new episodes become available they will be automatically be downloaded to your device.  Just
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